
 

 

Camp Dix Fire Department 
 

Fire Truck and Hose Company No. 303 
 

Organized October 1917 – Demobilized December 1918 

 

       Any city where the house construction is mainly of wood, the danger from fire is great; at Camp 

Dix, where every building is made of wood, and where the military city is collected in such a small area, 

the chances of a general conflagrations are not unlikely.  To offset this menace, a fire department, an 

adjunct of the Quartermaster Corps, is stationed in the camp.  This is not merely a fire department in 

name, comprised of antique equipment, or volunteer worker; in every sense it is made up to the standard 

of a metropolitan department.  In the first place, every member of the force has had actual fire fighting 

experience in city departments.  The Commanding Officer is First Lt. John J. Sweeney, a Captain from 

the Jersey City F.D.                                                                                                                   
 

     The equipment is also of equal to any contingency which might arise.  There are five stations, three 

equipped with American LaFrance 750 gpm motor engines and two with Ford-Buckeye 250 gpm 

pumping engines. The stations are located one at each of the warehouse areas; one at the base hospital, 

and two midway of the camp, one on the east side and one on the west side.  
 

 
 

Fire Headquarters Fire Station No. 1 

 
 

      The alarm systems, Gamewell and Aero, are those used by any ordinary city.  If an alarm is sounded, 

either by one of the many fire boxes or by telephone, the engine which belongs to that section which is 

in danger goes to the scene.  If the fire has gained headway, a siren/whistle which can be heard for miles 

gives the alarm. And the entire fire department comes to the fire in record time.  The military 

organizations in the vicinity are called out; they work under the direction of the fire chief.  Thus, every 



man in the camp is actually a reserve fireman.  A set of drastic regulations for fire prevention has been 

drawn up; these are strictly enforced.  Hose reels are placed in every part of the camp; fire extinguishers 

are in every building.  Fire hydrants are spaced on the mains at 215 foot intervals and are the self-draining 

type, 4 inch with double 2 ½ inch hose openings.  
 

     Thanks to the universal adherence to the rules, and the excellent work of the fire department, no 

serious fire have resulted, and the possibility of any future has been reduced to a minimum. 
 

 
 

Fire Station No. 2, Warehouse Area, 1918 American LaFrance Type 75  
 

Known Fire Equipment 
 

 1918 American LaFrance Type 40 Reg. 2427 

1919 American LaFrance Type 40 Reg. 2536 

1918 American Type B Combo Reg. B201 

1918 American LaFrance Type 10 Triple 

1918 American LaFrance Type 75 Triple 

1918 American LaFrance Type 75 Triple 

1918 American LaFrance Type 75 Triple 

1918 Brockway-American LaFrance Type A6 combination chemical and hose truck 

1917 Ford-Buckeye Triple Combination 

1917 Ford-Buckeye Triple Combination 

1918 Dodge-Pirsch Single Tank Chemical  
 

        John J. Sweeney joined the Jersey City Fire Department on June 16, 1900 and was assigned to 

Engine No. 3, and was made Captain March 16, 1908.  He was commissioned First Lieutenant in the 

U.S. Army on September 24, 1917, and was appointed chief of the Camp Dix fire department where he 

remained until May 1, 1919. 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Fire Station No. 4, 1918 Dodge-Pirsch Chemical Car 

 

 
Fire Station No. 4, 1918 Brockway-American LaFrance Combo. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


