WAR DEPARTMENT APPROPRIATION BILL HEARING
1928

Extract
FIRE APPARATUS

Mr. Barbour. You are asking for $131.650 for fire apparatus, as compared with $50,000 for 1927. That is
increase of $81,650?

Colonel Casey. Yes sir. This is the purchase item.
Mr. Barbour. What are you going to do with this money?

Colonel Casey. | want to bring to your attention the fact that $65,000 of theynsofor construction of fire
apparatus.

Mr. Barbour. You are going to makeyurselve8

Colonel Casey. Yes sit.would like to explain that the purchase from commercial firms is so great, that the cos
of replacement was staggering, and we have bought no fire engines in a considerable time. Fire engines ar
use to us unless they work and work perfectly. Véegatting where our fire apparatus situation is quite delicate.
We are facing the expenditure of such an enormous amount for replacement that we thought we would see \
we could do ourselves. Wad we cantake some chassis trucks that we have owl lra connection with our
needs and buy commercial pumps that will gear into the transmission and fit them in so that they look like a
operate like one purchased in civil life.

Mr. Barbour. Do you buy these pumps from the fire engine manufactures?

Colonel Casey. Yes sir. But we do not necessarily buy them from the man who puts up the engine as a uni
is the pump we can buy in the open market, and a standard pumping engine would cost us about $13,000.

Mr. Barbour. This is, the whole thing coref#?

Colonel Casey. That is a new one, and we can build those, not counting the chassis of course, that we hav
hand, at an expenditure of $4,000. We have built two. We are going to build a foamite engine, and we can
that for about $1,000, to ugar oil fires, particularly at air fields.

Mr. Barbour. Do you have many olil fires?
Colonel Casey. Quite a number; yes sir.
Mr. Barbour. These foamite engines spread foam over the surface of the flame, and smother, do they not?

Colonel Casey. Yes siilWe took one that we built ourselves and took it to Bolling Field and got some wings anc
set them on two barrels. The barrels were about half full of oil that had been gathered up. Then we shot oi
over it and set in on fire and let it get a goodtstdhen they got out their ordinary fire extinguishers with this
pyrene in them and put them on it, but it did not make any impression at all. It was too hot. When the oil in t
barrels got a good start we turned the foamite on it and spread it.oVeturned a brownish color, and before
you could hardly turn around the whole thing was out.



Mr . Barbour. | saw a demonstration at the Stand:
with oil there and set it afire and td this foamite on it. It spread on the surface and as it went along the flame
went out. It made a dense, thick smoke for a few minutes and then blew it away.

General Cheatham. They put it out by smothering?
Mr. Barbour. That was the StandardOib . 6 s refinery.

General Cheatham. We are already building these machines for where they are needed. We are builting the
Camp Holabird.

Colonel Casey. It itheonly thing we have founthat will act effectively on oil fires. We will come to you with
these figures from year to year to replace fire engines, and before we get through we will replace them in prob:e
five years. It will be a saving of over a million dollars.

Mr. Barbour. Colonel Casey, will you put in the record a list of the places where foamite engines will be
located?

Colonel Casey. You will find that on page 300. There is a complete list there.

Mr. Barbour. Will you also give us a list of the places at which theub@ping engines will e placed?
Colonel Casey, Yes, sir.

Mr. Barbour. Have you completed your statement?

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir.

Mr. Barbour. You have not completed your list of places where you will locate them, had you?

Colonel Casey. That will beserted in the record.

For the record.

Foamite engines constructed by the Quartermaster Corps will be provided for
the following stations: Bolling Field, D. C.; Brooks Field, Tex.; Chanute Field,
Ill.; Crissy Field, Calif.; Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot, Ohio; France Field,
Panama; Luke Field, I!Iawaii; Kelly Field, Tex.; Langley Field, Va.; Little
Rock Air Intermediate Depot, Ark.; Maxwell Field, Ala.; Middletown Air In-
termediate Depot, Pa.; Mitchel Field, N. Y.; Camp Nichols, P. I.; Rockwell
Field, Calif.; S8an Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, Tex.; Scott Field, Ill.

Pumping engines constructed by the Quartermaster Corps will be provided for
the following stations: Army and Navy General Hospital, Hot Springs, Ark.;
Fort Niagara, N. Y.; Fort Brown, Tex.; Marfa, Tex.; Fort Ringgold, Tex.;
g_t:.lncg:lver Barracks, Wash.; Fort Stevens, Oreg.; Columbus Depot, Ohio; Fort

ill, a.



Mr. Barbour. How do these pumping engines compare in effectiveness with the equipment of city fil
departments?

Colonel Casey.They look just as pretty and they throw the water just as far and just.as fast

Mr. Barbour. Will you insert a statement in the record showing the breakdown of this item covering the pumpil
engines?

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir; | will put a complete statement of it in the record.

Mr. Barbour. Are any of those engines you havetlaumywhere around near Washington?

General Cheatham. There is one at Holabird.

Colonel Casey. One of those engines is down at Bolling Field. We will have another up here sometime soor
Mr. Barbour. You do not take into consideration the value oftiassis?

Colonel Casey. No, sir.

Mr. Barbour. What is the value of that?

Colonel Casey. | suppose the value of the chassis is about $3,500 or $4,000. This is not a proper charge, be
we had them. The money has already been spent, and they xcess ef our needs.

Mr. Barbour. Can you also insert a statement in the record showing the cost of the parts that go into one of tt
foamite engines?

Colonel Casey. Yes, sir.
For the record.

Cost of construction of foamite chemical engine

Childs foamite model HD chemical equipment. . . ... ... $1, 125 00
1:No:i@'streno MoM s oo s cei e i S et aiac i o simuis 18. 83
1largesearchlight. . - .. icicisiiiiiciicivivavissbneaiorarwivas 12. 00
1 battery, 6-volt. . . oo ececccccecicrccccacana- SRR e Tt 30. 00
1 N. E. generator and wiring equipment_ _ _ .. . .. ... .... 100. 00
) o7 V) LAY e A S e S gl S e L e e T 50. 00
3 7 SO S S Rt SR R Sy e e Tyl e st R 173. 00

PO o s e T R s R e e TR Es 1, 508 83

PUMPING ENGINES

This construction can be accomplished by using standard B Army trucks on
hand and installing a fire pump, chemical tank, and hose body on them, as

follows:

Cost of remodeling body - _ - - . oo $350. 00
Cost of brake control. -....cicciicainazocoisiovivesvivonsnavsnas 30. 00
Pl PUID o vvcurs s inisms s srsnsastavas i s adraub e b e e 1, 083 85
Reinforcing plates for frame._ . .. - . oo 37.10
Nipples andiells......ccuciiicisavicvstsusasvasvssnicsieiseesese 2.93
Propellershalt. ...ocviivicisvisosiussvesmasvescisscuisscsssoss 39. 00



!

The WWI ea Standard B Liberty truck used in tbenstruction of the 1920s Holabird 400 gpm fire trucks. The
Liberty trucks were constructed by al | eas

Pictured at Camp Meade about 1930 is an example of the Holabird built fire truck from the 1920s.



Two Holabirdfire trucks with the Fort Sill Fire Department, March 1930

Information transcribed from the official record by Ted Heinbuch 2019.




